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The final year students 
On Thursday evening the 16th of November 2000,  final year students of the Dutch Reformed Church ("Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk") were ordained for the ministry. This group (like their counterparts of the "Hervormde Kerk") was the first to complete their studies since the two sections of the Faculty merged at the beginning of 2000. Before that date the Faculty consisted of Section A ("Hervormde Kerk") and Section B (Dutch Reformed Church/ "Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk"). The year 2000 therefore was an important year for the Faculty as well as the students. 
top 
There was also another reason why this year was so important to the above-mentioned final year students. In the history of theological education at the University of Pretoria, they were the first to complete at least one subject (Old Testament) by means of Telematic or Internet education. They were an experimental group. For one and a half semesters there were no classes. Tutorials were sent on a regular basis by means of E-mail and the students also had to submit their completed assignments electronically.  
top 
Initially we experienced some problems, but in general things went well. Close ties between lecturer and students were established. Excellent assignments were submitted. Letters from students about personal problems or social activities made this experiment a wonderful experience. In this way I had much more contact with these students than ever before. These electronic "encounters" with the students will not only be continued in future, but will also expanded on and improved. 
top 
My sincerest thanks to these final year students for their efforts in making this enterprise a great success.
  
Why study the Old Testament? 
The day I decided to devote my whole life to a study of the Old Testament I had to face some sharp criticism. To many people it was totally incomprehensible that so much time and energy can be dedicated to such an old book. Since it was fulfilled in Christ, no further in-depth research and study was required... In this criticism, however, the echoes of an ancient and deep-rooted belief can still be heard. Through the centuries the Old Testament became a silent book in the church. To a certain extent it was degraded. It was merely treated as a promise and nothing more. Consequently the church and church folk were often deprived of in-depth investigations into the Old Testament. 
top 
Thus, for your own sake and that of the church, immerse yourself in the science of the Old Testament. The church is badly in need of students of the Old Testament. To quote some favourite texts from the Old Testament does not make one a scholar yet. Right from its inception the church only had one book: the Old Testament. It was the Old Testament that gave meaning to the early Christians’ miserable lives; in the Old Testament they discovered who they really were; in the Old Testament and the history of Israel they detected something of their own struggle to come to grips with their existence. Without the Old Testament the early church could not exist.
[1] Therefore: dedicate you whole life to Old Testament 
top 
Science unlocked the Old Testament 
It is, however, impossible for us to read the Old Testament as the early church did. Why?  Because we have been shaped by a different worldview; we have been transformed by the intellectual history of the past few centuries. In the early church it had been so easy to allegorise (or spiritualise) the text. Behind the physical text as it lay in front of the reader, a deeper meaning could be detected. Put differently: a text has a deeper meaning, but it can only be understood allegorically and spiritually. Interpretation was to a certain extent an easy business. Just seek for the spiritual message and the rest will follow. Such an approach to the Old Testament aroused no suspicion and it became the "normal" way of understanding. This reading strategy merely reflected the worldview of the time. Behind the existing world there was another - more profound and perfect than the existing one. It was therefore a small step to the conviction: behind this text there is spiritual message, which can only be revealed by the allegorical method.
[2] 
top 
Our world has dramatically changed since those early days of Christianity. We think and understand differently. One of the most important events, which changed our lives, was the Enlightenment and the rise of science. Especially the science of the Old Testament of the past two centuries has radically changed our reading of texts. In the process many things were turned upside down. Accepted beliefs were challenged while new and at times revolutionary views were proposed. To many it was alarming and it caused a lot of confusion. All the alarm was of course unnecessary. Critical science (of the Old Testament) can never undermine faith or the authority of the Bible.
[3] Only theories are offered and all theories are limited, explaining merely some aspects of reality (of the Old Testament), and are hypothetical. The critical science of the Old Testament of the past two centuries has, however, opened up new ways of understanding the Old Testament, as never before in the history of the church.
[4] Therefore, immerse yourself in the Old Testament, lose yourself in this wonderful subject and you will experience the difference it will make to yourself, your preaching and your care for others. 
top 
Interested in web-based courses in the Old Testament? 
On the Internet you can now enroll for the Honours and Master's degree and the PhD in the Old Testament. 
        The Honours consists of six papers, of which you choose four. The six are the following: hermeneutics, religion of Israel (two papers), the problem of suffering, theology of the Old Testament, and exegesis of some chapters of the Hebrew Bible. You thus have to choose four papers and submit an assignment in each. Interested? If so, write to jleroux1@mweb.co.za for more information. 
        The Master's consists of two sections: six assignments and a mini-thesis. No written or oral examinations are required. Only the assignments and the mini-thesis. Interested? If so, write to jleroux1@mweb.co.za for more information. 
        The PhD consists of a thesis and (like the other degrees) can be written anywhere in the world. Special requirements must, however, be met. Interested? If so, write to jleroux1@mweb.co.za for more information. 
top 
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