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How to read this Newsletter (Repetition)

Please note the following:

· Each Newsletter is sent in two ways simultaneously: as an ordinary e-mail letter and as an attachment in MS Word. Determine which one works best for you and then delete the other one. To get the most of the Newsletter we recommend that you read it as a MS Word document.

· If you are able to able to open it in MS Word, you can treat it as any other Word document. For example, you can change the background (click on Format, Background, then choose the colour) or the font (click on Format, Font, then choose the font). 

· Although each Newsletter will comprise five or six pages, you are advised not to print them immediately.  Read the newsletter, then save it on a disk for future reference. 

· To make things easier we have inserted hyperlinks into the text. Always start at ‘Contents’ - then click on the topic you want to read. At the right hand side you will always see the word 'top'. When you click on it you will immediately return to the beginning of the document. Hopefully this will enable you to  navigate easily through the text. 

top


Short note on an overseas visit

This letter appears late because of a visit to the Netherlands. During February 2001 I was at the Catholic University of Utrecht and involved in the teaching programme for doctoral students specializing in the Old Testament. During the eight seminars we focussed on the Abraham narratives in Genesis 11:27-25:10 and the theme dealt with exegesis and theology. Meeting these Dutch students was a wonderful experience and they made an excellent impression on me. They are intelligent and knowledgeable and we had lively discussions on different topics. 

top
We talked about many important issues: the relationship between history and theology, the importance of Pentateuchal criticism, the origin of the Abraham narratives, the ‘nomadic’ Abraham and many other topics. One theme kept us busy for some time, namely the thesis of Conrad Schmid. He proposes that the partriarchal and exodus narratives were initially two separate traditions, which originated and functioned independently, and which merged only at a very late stage
. Schmid works with the Enneateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings. In these books the story of Israel is being told: from the creation to the exile. For a long time scholars made a division between Numbers and Deuteronomy. On the one hand there was the Tetrateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers) and on the other the Deuteronomistic History (Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings). This division became very popular since 1943
. 

top
However, it is also possible to make a division between Genesis and Exodus: the promises to the patriarchs do not imply a long Egyptian interval, the Joseph story is not meant as a bridge between the patriarchs and the exodus, the last verses of Genesis and the first ones of Exodus are later additions and stem from a time after the two separate traditions had  merged; Genesis 15 dates much later and is a theologically mature work joining the patriarchal and the exodus traditions. This view has the following implications for the theological understanding of Genesis and Exodus: firstly, the origin, function and theology of the patriarchal tradition should be grasped; secondly, the origin, function and theology of the exodus tradition should be comprehended; finally, the theological impact of the joint work should be understood. Consequently, this view also has important implications for our understanding of the Pentateuch and the Enneateuch. Later in the year we will return to this view. 

My encounter with Utrecht was splendid and I returned with the fondest of memories of the students and colleagues.
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Eckart Otto honorary professor

Prof Eckart Otto of the Ludwig Maximilian University, München, was appointed as honorary professor at the Faculty of Theology of the University of Pretoria. He will be attached to the Department of Old Testament. Eckart Otto was professor at a few German universities: Hamburg (1979-1986), Osnabrück (1986-1991), the Johannes Gutenberg University of Mainz (1991-1996) and since 1996 at the Ludwig Maximilian University, München. As guest professor he lectured at the ‘Recontre Assyriologique Internationale’ in Paris, Heidelberg and Berlin (1991, 1992, 1994); at the Universidad Complutense de Madrid (1993); at the Department of Near Eastern Studies, John Hopkins University in Baltimore (1993); at the Department of Near Eastern Cultures and Languages, Indiana University, Bloomington (1993); at the Oriental Institute and the Divinity School of Chicago (1995); at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris (1997); at the universities of Cape Town, Stellenbosch and Pretoria (1997); at the universities of Leipzig and Innsbruck (1998);  at the Polis Centre of the Carlsberg Foudation and at the University of Kopenhagen (1999). He is a member of the Biblical Law Group of the Society of Biblical Literature (since 1993); an Elect Member of the New York Academy of Sciences (since 1994); a co-founder of the Society for the Study of Ancient Near Eastern Law (since 1995); a corresponding member of the Joachim Jungius Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften, Hamberg (1996). Because of his archaeological interest he spent a year in Jerusalem as the director of the German Institute for Antiquities. Between 1979 and 1985 he lectured regularly at the Abbey Dormition in Jerusalem. Due to his interest in the reception of the Bible in third world contexts he spent a year as guest professor at the Martin Luther Seminary in Papua-Neuguinea. 
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Prof Otto is an internationally acclaimed Old Testament scholar and an authority on Deuteronomy and the Pentateuch. He is a prolific author and has published more than two hundred and fifty articles and books on the Pentateuch, the Old Testament and related subjects. He is also the ‘Fachberater’ (giving expert advice on Old Testament topics) of the famous RGG (‘Die Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart’) which is now in its fourth edition. He is the editor of the ‘Zeitschrift für Altorientalische und Biblische Rechtsgeschichte’ (ZAR), and co-editor of the series ‘Orientalia Biblica et Christiana’ (OBC) and ‘Studia et Documenta ad Iura Orientis antiqui pertinentia’ (SDIO). Prof Otto is a member of a group of scholars reworking and republishing the works of Max Weber (‘Max-Weber-Gesamtausgabe’). Otto is responsible for the part on the sociology of religion. He is also responsible for two commentaries:  one on the book of Leviticus in the well-known ‘Herders Theologische Kommentar zum Alten Testament’ series and the other on the book of Deuteronomy in the series ‘Alttestamentliche Kommentare’ (ATK). For more information visit the following website: 

http://www.lrz-muenchen.de/~u2101ae/webserver/webdata/institut.htm
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It is an exceptional honour for the University of Pretoria and the Department of Old Testament to be associated with such an illustrious and renowned scholar as prof Eckart Otto. We are looking forward to future co-operation and especially to the specialized seminars on the Pentateuch. 

Pro Pent (Project for Pentateuchal Studies)

Nature: Pro-Pent is the outcome of extensive seminars on the Pentateuch and especially on Deuteronomy which Eckart Otto conducted during August 2000 at the University of Pretoria. These seminars were extremely successful and it was decided that they should be continued. Pro-Pent was the result of all these seminars and discussions. A formal contract between the theological faculties of Pretoria and München was concluded and prof Otto was appointed as honorary professor at the University of Pretoria. One can therefore say that this is a co-project between the two universities, which will facilitate the co-operation between the two universities and promote the aims of Pro-Pent as well.  
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Aim: Primo, to strengthen and expand the existing western exegetical tradition (concerning the reading and understanding of the Old Testament and especially of the Torah/Pentateuch) in South Africa and secundo, to disseminate the main ideas of Pentateuch research to the African society in its widest sense. 

top
A western scholarly approach to the Pentateuch in particular and the Old Testament in general pervades for a very long time in South Africa
.  This approach has been developed over many years and remains the most dominating one for the understanding of the Old Testament (and the Torah/Pentateuch). This scholarly tradition is of the utmost importance for South Africa today. Thus, instead of destroying this western method, it is Pro-Pent’s aim to strengthen the scholarly tradition and to serve Africa with the best this approach has to offer. Put differently: it is Pro-Pent’s goal to create a scholarly context with the help of the German partner, a context in which all African scholars and students (white and black) of all levels can participate in the scholarly debate and can investigate the Pentateuch; a context which would enable everyone to apply these insights to his/her own community. This could only be accomplished if the most up to date Pentateuch research is appropriated and cultured for Africa. 
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Pentateuch Seminar: 30 August to 3 September 2001

We are planning a Pentateuch Seminar and below you can find further information. 

· Date: From 10h00 on Friday 30 August to 12h00 on Monday 3 September 2001.

· Venue: Hammanskraal Conference Centre. This was a former Catholic college where priests were trained and which the University of Pretoria has acquired and created into a conference centre.

· Eckart Otto: He and dr Jan Wagenaar from Utrecht will attend our seminar. Other people from abroad might possibly join us. 

· Accommodation: Includes a room with a bed and a desk, and includes all meals. 

· Costs: More or less R500. 

· Contact address: You can contact me (see below) or Mrs Elize Henning at the Department of Old Testament, University of Pretoria, Pretoria. Phone: 27 12 420 2358; Fax 27 12 420 4016; E-mail Address: OTNT@ccnet.up.ac.za 

· Call for papers: Several seminar time slots are fixed, but there is space for shorter papers. If you are interested, please submit a theme before the end of April. Eckart Otto’s latest work will serve as a horizon for interpreting issues
 at the seminar. We would like to discuss with him some very crucial aspects of his Pentateuch and Deuteronomy studies. However, if you are interested in something else, you are welcome to focus on a totally different topic. Of course, not all attendants will be able to study his works or even to acquire them. Therefore, between the months of June and August I shall try to contribute regularly short articles on his views in the 'Old Testament Newsletter' and the 'Electronic Bible Journal'. This may help you to get a broad picture of his ideas. In his latest work John van Seters gave a concise but interesting summary of two centuries of Pentateuch research
. Perhaps this can be useful reading-matter for the seminar.  

· Congress of the Old Testament Society of South Africa: The Seminar is taking place during the weekend before the OTSSA Congress which is to be held at Potchefstroom from 4-7 September 2001. Hopefully this will allow more people to attend the Seminar. Unfortunately, we cannot transport our seminar members to Potchefstroom. 
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Dirk Human received a scholarship
Prof Dirk Human received a scholarship from the distinguished Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung to study at Marburg (Germany) on monotheism in the Old Testament. This is an excellent scholarship that will allow Dirk to devote himself fully to his study and research subject. In Marburg he will work with prof Jorg Jeremias, who amongst other things is well-known for his work on the prophets Amos and Hosea. We all know that a Von Humbodt grant is extremely difficult to obtain and only meant for exceptional scholars. Therefore we delight in the fact that the excellent intellectual qualities of our colleague have been rewarded in such a way. Our scholarly community is not only proud of him, but is looking forward to his future contribution to Old Testament scholarship in South Africa. Dirk will leave South Africa at the beginning of May and we wish him and his family well. 
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Telematic Assistant

At the beginning of August 2000 ms Hanneke de Vos joined our staff as telematic assistant. She was the first assistant for telematic tuition and she helped the Faculty on its first, but difficult steps. In these few months she has made an excellent contribution and we are greatly indebted to her for what she has accomplished in a very short time. Meanwhile she has moved to Vienna where she married dr Alfred Friedl who is attached to the theological library of the University of Vienna. Frau Hanneke Friedl completed her theological studies at the University of Pretoria before she left for Vienna in September 1998 to study with the well-known Deuteronomy scholar, Georg Braulik. She is now writing her doctoral dissertation under his guidance. The Faculty of Theology is extremely grateful to Frau Friedl and we wish her all the best for the future.   

top
Since the beginning of the year Christo Lombaard has taken over the post of Telematic Assistant. He also completed his theological studies at the University of  Pretoria and for some years he was attached to the College for Theological Education by Extension in Johannesburg. He is enrolled for a doctorate in the Old Testament and he specializes on the Isaac narratives. Mr Lombaard is very enthusiastic about the possibilities of telematic education and thinks the Faculty can become one of the world leaders in this regard. He is a dedicated ecumenical scholar who upholds a great number of relations with people and theological institutions which he wants to link in one way or another to our telematic education. We thank Christo for what he has done to date and we wish him well. He is always available for students and lecturers and he keenly awaits your inquiries. Please contact him at: CLombaard@postino.up.ac.za
Greetings

Jurie le Roux

jleroux1@mweb.co.za
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